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arrested our attention, and soon after a large smoke arose
from the direction of Corinth, when I telegraphed to
General Halleck to ascertain the cause. He answered that
he could not explain it, but ordered me 'to advance my divis-
ion and feel the enemy, if still in my front.' I immediately
put in motion two regiments of each brigade by differ-
ent roads, and soon after followed with the whole division,
infantry, artillery and cavalry.

"Somewhat to our surprise, the enemy's chief redoubt
was found within thirteen hundred yards of our line of
intrenchments, but completely masked by the dense forest
and undergrowth. Instead of having, as we supposed, a
continuous line of intrenchments encircling Corinth, his
defences consisted of separate redoubts, connected in part
by a parapet and ditch, and in part by shallow rifle-pits,
the trees being felled so as to give a good field of fire to
and beyond the main road.

"General M. L, Smith's Brigade moved rapidly down
the main road, entering the first redoubt of the enemy at
7 A. M. It was completely evacuated, and he pushed on
into Corinth and beyond, to College Hill, there awaiting
ray orders and arrival. General Denver entered the
enemy's lines at the same time, 7 A. M., at a point midway
between the wagon and railroads, and proceeded on to
Corinth, about three miles from our camp, and Colonel
McDowell kept further to the right, near the Mobile and "
Ohio Railroad. By 8 A. M,. all my division was at Corinth,
and beyond.

"On the whole ridge, extending from my camp into
Corinth and to the right and left, could be seen the remains
of the abandoned camps of the enemy, flour and provisions
scattered about, and everything indicating a speedy and
confused retreat . In the town itself many houses were 'hers singly, and in twos and threes,terday, (twenty-ninth,) our works were sub-y-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